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Most of the tales have some basis in history. It is an oral language so all histories have 
to be remembered and retold. To help with this memory retelling the carvings all have 
relative information and prompts, stories of Atua (sort of gods) and other people 
(pakeha) that have been encountered are all blended into the stories.

The Tikanga (way to behave/live) is quite strict and the stories support keeping people 
in line. This strictness is a kind of policing I think because it doesn't matter what time in 
history or what country, human nature doesn't change. There are greedy, silly, great and 
strong leaders and followers throughout time.

A Taniwha is often found in a tapu (sacred or restricted place) That might be a 
dangerous bend in a river, a place where currents catch people and drag the out to sea 
or a place in the forest that is sacred so the elders don't want people wandering around 
in there. There taniwha could be from a spirit of someone or put there by the Atua as a 
guardian. A taniwha can also be friendly it depends on the place and it's history.

It is interesting to think about the origins and reasons behind these stories. Some like 
Hatupatu are based on fact but also retold to tell people about abuse of power and 
underestimating people. Maori are great strategists. I
(Summary by Marea Brook) 
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